Rheumatoid arthritis: preoperative evaluation for total hip and total knee replacement surgery.
The role of total joint replacement surgery remains significant in the contemporary management of patients with rheumatoid arthritis (RA), despite the impact of potent biologic and synthetic disease-modifying drugs. Patients with RA have a systemic polyarticular disease, with extra-articular manifestations such as anemia as well as specific comorbidities such as cardiovascular disease, which require careful preoperative assessment for optimal outcomes and fewer adverse events. This review describes the important preoperative considerations taken to prepare a patient with RA for total hip and total knee replacement surgery.